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DISCOURSE 


Concerning a 


GU I D E 
| "Anas of Faith. 


HE deſign of this Diſcourſe is the Reſolution 
of the tollowing Query. 


« Whether a Man who liveth where Chriſtianity is The Quafimn, 
<« profeſsd, and refuſeth to ſubmit his Judgment to the 
" Infallibiliey of any Guide on Earth, and particularly 
 *to the Church or Biſhop of Rome, hath, notwith- 
« ſtanding thar refuſal, ſufficient means ſtill left him 
« whereby he may arrive at —__ ty in thoſe — | 
cc wHRIC 


2 Of a Guide in Matters of Faith. 
« which are generally neceſſary -to the Salvation of 
« a Chriſtian Man. are nrnann ng 
The moment of Satisfation in this Inquiry' is of great ' Moment. 
wi Weſtin. For it relateth to our great end, and to the way 
which leads to it. And it nearly concerneth both 
the Romaniſts and the Reformed. If there be not ſuch 
a Guide, the Eſtate of the Romaniſts is extreamly dan- 
gerous. For then the Blind- take the Blind for their 
unerring Leaders ; and being once miſled , they wan- 
der on without correCting their Error, having taken 
up this firſt as their fixed Principle, that their Guide 
cannot miſtake the way. On the other hand, If 
God hath ſet up. in his Church- a Light ſo very 
clear and ſteddy as is pretended ; the Reformed are 
gtlty of great piumptign , and expoſe themſelves 
ro great uncertainty, by thutting their Eyes againſt 
it. 
The Tempta- © Now, there lyes before Men a double Temptation 
tions to believe to a belief of the being of ſuch a Guide in the Chriſtian 
oak + ay oP Church; $/oth and Vitious Humility of Mind. Sloth 
Queſtion. inclineth Men rather to take up in an Implicit Faith, 
than to give themſelves the trouble of a ſtrict Ex- 
amination of things. For: there is leſs Pain in Cre- 
dulity , then in bending of the Head by long and 
ſtrict Attention and ſevere Study. &'# 

Alfo there is a Shew of Humility, in the deference 
which our underſtandings pay unto Authority ; eſpe- 
cially to that which pretends to be, under Chrift, Su- 
preme on Earth. 4; Although, in the paying of it with- 
out good reaſon firſt underſtood, Men are not Zam- 
ble but Slawy/h. | 


The erue Re- But theſe Femptations prevail got . upon honeſt 
/olurion of the ,and conſiderate Minds, which ' inquire, without pre- 


T judiee, 'after Truth, and ſubmit to the Bs, Evi- 
ence 


Of a Guide in; Motters of Faith, 3 
deneg of it. Such will reſolve the Queſtion in the - 
Affirmative ; aad - they 'may reaſonably ſo 'do . by 
conſidering theſe Propoſitions which I thall treat of 


in their order. 


Firſt, The Chriſtian Church never yet wanted, nor 
ſhall it ever want, either the Do-trines of neceſſary 
Faith, or the Belief and/Profeſſion of them. 

Secondly, Whereſoever God requireth the Belief of 
them, he giveth means ſufficient for Information and” 
unerring Afſent. 

Thirdly, Whatſoever: thoſe means are, every Man's 
Perſonal reaſon giveth to the Mind that laſt Weight 
which turneth Deliberation into Faith. 

Fourthly, The means which God” hath given us to- 
wards neceſlary Faith and the certainty of it, is- not 
the Authority of any Infallible Guide on Earth. 

Yet, Fifthly, All Eccleſiaſtical Guidance is not to 
be rejected, in our purſuance of the Dodtrines of Chri- 
ſtian Faith, in the finding out or ſtating 'of which 
it is a very conſiderable help. 

. .Sixthly, By the help-of it,: and Principally as -it 
offers to us the Holy Scriptures in the Quality of the 
Rule of Faith, . we have means ſufficient:-to lead 
us to. certainty. in that Belief which is neceſſary to 


Life 'Eternal. -- | 


Firſt, The Acknowledgment and Profeſſion of the Prop. 7. 
neceſſary Do&trines of the Chriſtian Faith, .are annex- 
cd inſeparably to the Chriſtian Church. 

Fhere is but one Faith ; and according to the _ Ba 3 
of Leo the great *,: If zt: be not one,it 4 not at all : For it * Ni una oft... } 
cannot be contrary to it ſelf. * And though it be but Fi9s nm of. © 

A . MlGALF ty .M. Ser. 23- | 
one, yet Men of differing aj preterid to it; as the 
B32 ' Mer» 


+ See Ferrand. 
L. 1.c.1. Sef.4. 


difquiſ. Relig- 


* 475 4.19,20, 
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Merchants of Relicks in the Church of Rome ſhew, in 
ſeveral places, the one ſeamleſs Coat of Chriſt F. 

This one Faith never did, nor ever ſhall in all places 
fail. 

The Apoſtles were themſelves without error both in 
their own aſſent to the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and in the delivery of them. 


They heard the Oracles of Chriſt from his own 
mouth, and they were Witneſles of his Reſurrection ; 
And they ſpake * what they had ſeen and heard. And 
they gave to the World Afſurance of the Truth, by 
the miraculous ſigns of their Apoſtolical Office. And 
if they had not had ſuch Aſſurance themſelves, and 
could not have given proof to others of their miſſion, 
there would have been a defect in the firſt promulgati- 
on of the Goſpel ; and fuch as could not afterwards 
have been amended. That which, at firſt, had been 
delivered with uncertainty, would, with greater un- 
certainty, have been conveighed down to after Ages; and 
Men, wno, in proceſs of time, graft error upon certain 
Truth, would much more have grafted error upon un- 
certain Opinion. 

Ever ſincethe Apoſtles times there has been True Faith, 
and the Profeſſion of it in the Catholick Church : And 
it will be ſo till Faith ſhall expire, and Men ſhall fee 
him on whom they before believ'd. For a Church can- 
not ſubſiſt without the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity. 
And Chriſt hath Sealed this Truth with his promiſe, 
that there ſhall be a Church as long as this World con- 


3 $. Mat. 28.tinues. * [ mean by a Church a viſible Society of Chriſti- 


20. 


ans both Miniſters and People ; for publick Worſhip on 

Earth cannot be inviſible. ; | 
But the True Faith and the Profeſſion of it 1s not 
fixed to any place, or to any ſucceſſion of Men - = 
S 
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God's Providence has written the contrary in the very 
Aſhes of the Seven Churches of the leſſer 4/ia. 


Neither is any particular Church, though fo far in- 
fallible in-Fundamentals as to be preſerved from aCtuak 
error, an infallible Rule to all other Chriſtians. If 
they: follow the Doctrine' of it, they err not, becauſe 
it is true ; but if they follow that Church as an uner- 
ring. Guide or Canon, they miſtake in the Rule and 
Motive of their Faith. For that particular Church 
which Teacheth Truth, might poſſibly have err'd 5 
and the Church which errs, might have ſhined with the 
True Light. But the whole Church cannot fo err in 
| _—_ Age ; for then the very being of a Church would 
ceaſe. 

Neither doth it, hence, follow, that the Faith of the 
Roman Church, when Luther aroſe, was the only true 
and certain Doctrine. For that Church was not then 
the only viſible Church on Earth. The Greek Church 
(for inſtance ſake) was than more viſible than now tt is, 
and more Orthodox : The Rich Papacy having much pre- 
vailed upon the neceſſities of it by Arguments guilded 
with Intereſt. That Church did not err in Fundamen - 
tal Points; the Article of the Proceſſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt from the Father by the Son, which the Romans 
accuſe of Hereſie, being eaſily acquitted of it, if Men, 
agreeing in the ſenſe, forbear contention about the 
Phraſes. Beſides ; if our Fore-Fathers under the Pa- 
pacy embraced the True Faith, we have it ſtill ; the 
Faith not being removed, but the Corruption. Their 
Queſtion theretore [ Where was your Religion before Lu- 
ther > ) is not more pertinent amoog(t Diſputers than 
this 1s amongſt Hitsbahdmen, [ Where was the Corn before 
it was weeded? | 


We have ſeen that neceſſary Faith is perpetual, and Prop. 7 7. 
| it 
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it is as manifeſt that ; whereſcever. Ged  requireth the 
belief of it, he wouckſaferth ſufcicut mans for information, 
and unerring Aſſent. 

Of all he does not require this belief, for to all rhe 
Goſpel is not preached, and where-1t 1s preached there 
are Infants, and Perſons of Age fo diſtempered in Mind, 
as to remain unavoidably Children in underſtanding. 

And though the ſame Sum of Do&rines is generally 
necellary to Salvation, yet the Crzed of all Men 
is not of equal length, ſeeing they have unequal capa- 
CitICs. . 

But whereſoever there is a particular Soctety of 
Men, who call themſelves a Church, yet err actually 
in the neceſfary Articles of the Faith, it is certain they 
were not forced into that error for want of . external 
means. For the Juſt Judge of the World would never 
have required Unity in the Faith upon pain of his E- 
ternal diſpleaſure, if he had not given to Men Power 
ſufficient for ſuch Unity. No Tyrant on Earth has 
been guilty of ſuch undiſguiſed injuſtice as that is,which 
maketh a Law for the puniſhment of the Blind becauſe 
they miis their way. The Art.cles of Chriſtian Religi- 
on come not to the Mind by natural reaſon. but by 
Faith; and Faith comes by hcaring or reading; and where 
theſe means are not offered, a Man is rather an Igno- 
rant Perſon than an Unbeliever. Wherefore our Savi- 
our told the perverſe Fews, * that if the Meftah had 
never been reveald to them, they had not been an- 
\werable for the Sin of Infidelity : But that, fince he 
was come to them, and by them deſpiſed, their Infide- 
lity was blackned with great aggravation. 

Prop. 7/7. The means, then, are ſufficient whereſoever the end 
is abſolutely required ; but whatſoever thoſe means 
are, the Act of Aſſent is to be ultimately refobved into 
each Mans Perſonal reaſon. For no Man can believe 

or 
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or aſſent but upon ſome ground or motive which ap- 


pears credible to him. He could not believe unleſs he 
had ſome reaſon or other why he believed. IW/her 


all is done ( faid Mr. Thorndike * ) Men muſt-and will be *To the Reader 
of the Di/. of 
Govern. of 

Churchzs. 


Fudges for themſelves. 1 do not quote the ſaying be- 
"kt it 1s extraordinary, but becauſe that Learned 


Man faid it. who was carfful to pay to Authority its 


minuteſt dues. If a Man believes upon Authority, 
he. hath a further reaſon for the believing of it. He 
is not willing to take Pains in examining that which 
is propoſed to him ; or he thinks himſelf” of leſs A- 
bility in underſtanding than thoſe from whom he 
borrows his Light. - If he defireth another to judge 
for him, his choice is determined by the Opinion he 
hath conceived 'of him. Every Man has his reaſon , 
though it be a weak one, and ſuch as cannot juſtify it 
ſelf or him. Something at laſt turns the Ballance , 
though it be but a Feather, Ph 

This the Rowaniſts own as well as the Reformed, 
till it toucheth them in the caſe of a new Convert. 
To induce a Man, of another particular Church to em- 
brace their, Communion, - they ſubmit theſe weighty 
points to. his private Judgment: What is a True 


Church, and which are the marks of it > What is the 


Roman Church > And whether the marks of the True 
Church do only belong unto the Roman 2 What Men 
or what Books ſpeak the ſenſe of that Church - They 
tell us * © That the Light of a Maxs own reaſon firſt ſerves 


&« in this diſcovery, the Divine Providence hath left it ſo 
© clear and evident, that a ſincere.and unbyaſſed queſt 
* cannot miſcarry. But when once this Guide is found 
out, the Man 1s afterwards, © for .all other things that 

* are preſcribed by this Guide, to ſubjeft and ar. his 


* reaſon. 


* R. H. Guide 
« him ſo far as to the diſcovery of a Guide ; Alſo that, *? <omrrov. m 


Pref. p. 3+ 


o 


Prep. JF. 


Conſid. [. 


* Tſar. 56. 10. 
Fer. 2. $8. 

Ex. 7. 26. 

C. 22. 26. 

t Mal 27,8. 


* Devit. 17. 8. 


fo I 2. 


See Levit.4.13. 


8 Of a Guide in Matters of Faith 


< reaſon. As if it were not as difficult to judge of ſuch 
a Guide, as of his diretion. 

It ſeems, the Rowan Church is like. a Cave, into 
which a Man has Light enough to enter ; but when 
once he 1s entred, he is in thick Darkneſs. 

But, how ſubſervient ſoever our reaſon may be to 
our Faith ; The means which God hath given us towards 
the certain attaining of it, is not the. Authority of any 
infallible Guide on Earth, 

This will not be disbelieved by thoſe who weigh 
well the following conſiderations. - 


Firſt, God did not ſet up ſuch a conſtant, infallible 
Guide among the Jews ; though, at firſt, he gave 
Afſurance to them by Miracle, that Moſes had received 
his Commiſſion from him, and had brought to them 
the Tables which he had Written, for their direction, 
with his own finger. 

Some of the Sanedrim were of the Set of the Sad- 
duces, who erred in the Fundamental point of a future 
State. Moſt of them erred in the Quality of the 
Meſſiah, not conſidering their . Scriptures ſo much as 
their Traditions. And of the errors of the Levitical 
Prieſthood there is, in the Old Teſtament, * frequent 
mention, and great complaint. And the Prophet 
Malacky, T as ſoon as he had ſaid, The Priefts lips ſhall 
preſerve Knowledge, he adds this reproof, but ye are de- 
parted out of the way. | 

It is true,the //raelites were, by God, directed in difi- 
cult caſes to an Aſſembly of Judges *. But rhey were 
not Judges of controverſies in Doftrine, but in Property. 
To their ſen:ence the People were to ſubmit, as to an 
expedient for Prace ; though Judgment might be per- 
verted, or miſtaken. 


It 


a a of 
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Of a Guide in' Matters of Faith. ©9 
It muſt be,-alfo, ;canfeſſed that God:ſpake-to them 
by ..the Oracle; of rim, and thatithe'voice of it was 
infallible. ' But its anfivers concerned not the neceſſary 
Rudiments of the Moſaick. Law, but emergencies in 
their civil affairs ; thoſe eſpecially of Peace and War. 
But if we admit that there wasunder J«dai/ma living 
infallible Guide ; it does nor, : thence, | follow, that it 
muſt be ſounder Chriſtianity. For their ſmall precinC&t 
( the People of which were thrice in a year to come 
up to the Temple ) was much more capable of ſuch 
a judge than the Chriſtian Church, ' which is as wide 
as the World. Alſo the new Revelation is/ more 
clear and diſtin&-than the oldgone was, and ſtands not 
in ſuch need of an Interpreter. | 
Secondly, - God- hath, no where, promiſed Chriſtians Confid. 17. 
ſuch a. judge : He hath no where ſaid that he hath 
given ſuch a qne to the Chriſtian Church. ' And ſee- 
ing:ſuch a-one cannot be had without Gods: fuperna- 
tural aſſiſtance, 'the moſt knowing amongſt Men being 
ſubject: both to Error and to Falſhood ; it is great ar- 
rogance, whilſt the Scripture is ſilent, to ſay he is in 
being. And to affirm that if there were not ſuch a 
Guide, God: would-be wanting\in means ſufficient for 
the 'maintenance of Peace and Truth, is preſumptuoufly 
to obtrude the ſchemes of: Mans fancy upon God's Wiſ- 
dom... He-can Govern 'his Church without our me- 
thods.:.:. Seton 7 MG 1.300 0750 pore. 
, Naw,God hath no where pron ;{ed ſuch a judge: to Chri- 
ftian Men ; though he hath promiſed' help :on ' Earth, 
and aſſiſtance from Heaven to, Men diligent and ſincere 
in their inquiries after Truths which are neceſſary for 
them... pct! POELINT.- 12 0, SEEK: 
There are two places of Scripture, which, are by 
ſome taken;for .Prowiſes of ſuch a nature,” wa | hr 
were not, by the Divine Wane ſo intended. = 


18. 


20, 


3%, 4 = er Me 
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ro Of a Guide in Matters of Faith, 
Of. theſe, the. Firſt iis that which was ſpoken by 


+ $. Mit. 16, Chriſt unto. St. Peter. |* The Gates of 'PIell Ball not pre- 


vail againft. ( the Church.) > Which Promiſe concern- 
eth the Church in general, and the neceffary Faith of 
it, and not any particular perſons, or places, or fuc- 
ceſlions. of perſons.in them. 

And Chriſt doth here aſſure us, that- *he Gates of 
the Grave ſhalt not ſwallow up the Churel ; that it 
fhall not enter in at them ; that it ſhall not die or per- 
riſh. But he doth not fay he will preſerve it by the 
means of any Earthly Infallible Guide. He can, by 
other ways, continue it till time it ſelf ſhall fail. 

The other place of Scxipture 1s, the promiſe of Chriſt 
2 little while before his Aſcenſion into 'the- Heavens. 


ts. Mat. 28. + Lo, 1 am with you alway, even unto the entl of the 


World: As long as this Age of the: Meſſiah thall laſt, 
and that is the./a/# time or Ave. This promiſe is; in- 
deed, made to the' Apoſtles,' and to their ſucceſſors 
alſo. Bur it 1s a promiſe of general aſſiftance'; and ir 
ts: made upon condition that they go torth- and 'make 
Diſciples of all Men of- all Nations, 'and Baptize them, 
2nd- give them further inſttution in 'the things 
which- Chriſt gave. in charge to them. 'And-ſome of 
the ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles have not performed theſe 
conditions'; and the Governour of'the Church of Sa+4s 


Revel.3.1,2:3- had not held faſt what he had received and beard: © 


As God hath not promiſed an unerring Guide, fo 
neither hath he ſaid '* hath ſer up ſuch'an one'in'any 
Church on. Bartho3/ ore C0 off 020543 þ AG anWP 

He hath. not' ſaid -it, either | diref#y, or by 'conſe- 
quence. by OL peres 26963 
The places which are ſuppoſed direfly to affirm this, 
are two,! and: bathmiſtaken, 0 5 7 
© One;of them:is that 'of Chriſt to his Diſciples; 4ſfter 
he had gwen Commiſſion to then to preach the ct 

| PE. 
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of Gale In" Marte of Felth, 

pet; | *22/Þ chat henrerh "you, heaketh me 5 
tallible way” and the Truth. | | 

\ This Speech, if it be extended to all Miniſters, it 
makes them all infallible Guides. . And'it is certain they. 
ate ſo, as long as they deliver to the People what they 
received from Chriſt. Bur 'the' words are eſpecially 
direved to the ſeventy Diſciples who. were taught to 
preach a plain Fundamental Truth, that the, #z»gdow | 
of God was come nigh to: the Fews. + And theſe Diſ- t 5: Lake 10. 
ciples-were able'to give to the Fews a demonſtration of 27 
the Truth of that Doctrine which they ory by mi- 
raculous ſigns': By bealing the Sick, * 0ing, among, * Ver. 12. 
I mighty Swe. | 

Another place; uſed as an expreſs Teſtimony i is that r Tim. 3.15. 
in the firſt to 7:iwothy to whom St. Paul faith, that the -' 
Church' is the PiJar and Ground of Trath. But this 7 
Place alſo is Does in Tt ſeemeth to be ſpoken of that 


Church of -Epheſw in which'St. ry adviſed 7imorhy 
to: behave: himſelf with fin : Which place 
hath ſo farfailed that the 1o Building called St. Fohn's 
Church, 43s now become'a Turkiſh Thſeb.. Bur if It + ave of 
were ſpoken-in-a general ſenſe, it would amount. only Greek Ch. 
to this meaning : A Chriftian Church is like a Pillar *: + 
Kos b fed on which a writing is fo fixed, that 

may ſee it. It is (as Feruſalem once was to 
_— ) x Cit) on a Hill: Ic is a'yiſible 
Society ge giveth Hotice "to. Fews and Gentiles, of 
Chriſtianicy,' an? is inftrurtiental ro awaken their ob- 
ſervation, and' by their ſenſe to prepare the. way: to. 
their belief.” For; this advertiſement bei Eo) pak 
hy: given <0 thiir, they hore ID, Fo Our 
ung the gromhds of” Chriſti ruth, which w | 
find, they Will be ind: upon. 


the 


% 


* Revel. 3.12. 


i2 Of a Guide in Matters of Faith: 

lical Men were called Lights and Pillars. In the Book 
of the Revelation * this promiſe is made to him who 
perſevereth in his Chriſtianity, notwithſtanding - the 
croſs which it brings upon him. © Him will I make 
<« 4 Pillar in the Temple of my God, and I will write 
* my name upon him, and the name of his God, and 


. « the name of the City of his God which is new Fe- 


+ In 1 Cor.g.2. 


« ruſalem { or the Chriſtian Church. ] 
And S. Chryſeſtom Þ gives S. Paul the Titles of the 


—7 p85. % Light of the Churches, the Foundation of the Faith, 


EXKAnoawy, 0 
Swa@ 7 
SES, 0 50 
a&,Kc. 


® $, Mar. 18, 
TJ, 16.17. 


See Deyut.17.6. 


the Pillar and Ground of Truth. The Governaurs of 
the Church do miniſterially exhibit Chriſtian Truth ; 
they -do not by mere Authority impoſe it. 

Among the Places which are ſaid to prove, by 
good conſequence,that there is a Living Guide of Faith, 
that in the eighteenth of St. Matthews Goſpel * is the 
Principal. 

There our Saviour, requireth his Followers, if their 
Brethren perſiſted in their offences, to zell z# to the 
Church, and to eſteem them no longer Members of their 
Society,if they deſpiſed the Sentence of it. From whence 
they conclude with ſtrange Inadvertence, that fuch a 
Decree is therefore infallible. | 

But our Lord ſpeaks of their Brothers 7reſpaſſes a- 
gainſt them, and not of his Zerefie. : And of the Diſ- 
cipline, and not of the Doftrine, either of the Sy»g- 
gogue or the Church. In which caſe if we fubmit, even 
-c ap there is error -in_the Sentence, for Peace ſake, 
and becauſe we are come to the laſt Appeal ; we wor- 
_ Hee p>grl Good to _ Order. And 
ſuch Submiſſion is ſafe in point. © , though 
not in point of, Do&rine ; js we. Bunge roy" 
depart from our Property, ' but. not from our Faith. 

Now, much of this that has been ſaid:in order to; 
the explication of the foregoing places, might have 

been: 


£** 


, 
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been- well omitted ; if I had deſigned this little-Diſ- 
courſe for the uſe only of ſuch Romani/ts as had been 
converſant with the writings of the Fathers. For then 
I ſhould -have needed only to have cited thoſe Ancients, 
and ſhewed that their: ſenſe of theſe ſeveral places was 
plainly different from the modern interpretationsof the 
Church Men of Rome. And, by this way' of arguing, * 7 amoyin E- 
they are ſel-condemned. For they fall according to pi/. ad Carol. 
their own Rule of expounding Scripture by the unani- 74m ad, 
mous conſent of the Primitive Fathers, who with one Guil. V/oell: 
. voice, ſpeak another ſenſe. Thoſe who doubt of this 44 Ren. Fore 
may .receive ſatisfaction. from the Learned Letters prong 
of Monſieur Launoy. * | 
If God had promiſed an infallible Guide, | or told-tns Con/id. IZA 
he had given one+to his Church, he would, -doubtleſs, 
have added, ſome .direQions for the finding of him: 
| For,, to.ſay.. in general, : you ſhall have:a Star which 
will always Guide you without* all dangerous error ; 
and not- to. inform us in what part of the Firmament 
it is to be ſeen, is to amuſe rather than to promiſe. 
; .Now, , God hath nojwhere-given-us ſuch direction. . 
He hath no.where pointed us to this Charch, or that 
Council ; to this Perſox, or that. Local ſucceſſion of 
Men. He hath not ſaid the Guide. is-at Axtzoch, or 
Hieruſalem ; at Nice, or Conſtantinople ; at Rome 
Avignon. | 
. You will ſay, he hath dire&ed us to St. Peter. I * job. 20.2r. 
anſwer, no more than. to the reſt of the Apoſtles, to 1.5: M#936- 
whom he. gave equal power in their Ordination ; * 2: pee. 5. 2. 
All of whom he made equally Shepherds of the Flock ; * S- Me:.28. 
+ to all of whdm he ,gave.cqual-Commiſſion- to make 4'; ny; 55 
Proſelytes of all Nations,  *| Andin this ſenſe St. Chry- 1 cor. 9.2. 
ſoſtom. + affirmed ' concerning 'St;;Payl that the whole a6 — 
World | or the World: of the Roman Empire ] was his rex oul- 
Diveee. You will reply, that he promiſed, on him par- "©: Se. 
\ UC y 
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+ See R. H. ticularly, apon this. Rock, or Stone, this'Kipha (a 

To: Dir 6 Word of the Maſculine Gender #)" his Pere? ; ro Vang 
5. and Socin.in his Church. 1 anſwer, the. Ancients took the. Word 
Loc. as Feminine, * and underſtood/it rather of his Confeſſion 


X44 than of: his Sara if 4 it was noe of his CO, 


om Ele > Tons and Gentiles, * the Eleven ſtanding up with him, 

ew in £. and he ſpeaking as the Mouth of the Apoſtolical Col- 
adVoellum. ledge 

 FRevelarins. We cannot, by-the ſtricteſt ennumeration, find-ont 


Epie = 4, any living infallible Guide exiſting in any Age after 


4147+ St. _— in the Chriſtian Church. 

TY.Confid. 1x. This Guide could not be the Church diffuſive of 
the.\firſ Ages. For the ſuffrages 'of 'every Chriſtian 
were never gathered. "And if we-will lizvetheir ſertle, 
they muſt riſe; from the dead and'give it us. ' 

2. This Guide cannot be the- Faith ( as ſuch ) of 
all the -Governours of all 'the Primitive Charches. 
The fix of it wasinever volledted.' There were anci- 
ently general Greeds, but ſuck' as eſpecially related 
to the Herecfres. then on foot ;' and* who 'can affirm, 
upon. grounds of- certainty , that- each Biſhop in the 
World conſented to each Article, or *to- each ſo ex- 
preſſed ? 

3- This Guide'is nota Comne#! perieRtly free and yni- 
verſal. For a Gude >which%angot be- h48; is one. 
If ſuch a. Counci/ could 'aſffemble, it would 'noterxin 
the neceſſaries of. Faith. | Fox there'cs annot be a al 
lar Flock: withouta Shepherd ;2a8d if " the 
Shepberds-in the World. ſhouki'©at-once, lh 


ſeat; go: 10 much aſtray; the'whole' k 
Church ( Catholick would be ſcattered.” © Pe ith ll 
commudic the promuſe- of Chriſt the Supreme; Faith- 


ful, 
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ful, Infallible*-Paſtor.':But* there never 'was yet att 
—_— gags on cher urubiftrrww 
we; y.of-:it// but by 
the-being. of one Temporal Chriſtian ders. of the 
World who might: call,” or ſuffer, it. In the Councils 
called Geyeral, it-we yan comparatively, there were 
got many. 'Sorthery or: Weſtern wt preſentat them. 
It was thus, atthat firſt Oecumeni Councilzthe Coun- dp 
eil of Nice ; though, in onerſacred place ( as Fuſebius Þ t- Eu. I 3: 
hath noted: ) there were aſſembled; Syfraxs and C:/i£ 7 r_ N 'Y 
ens, Phinicians, and: Arabians'; Palaſtinians Egyptians, lab, E. FL. 
Thebaons, Libyans, Mefop of arts) a Perſian, ESOytbinl c. 8p. 19, 
Biſhop; and many china from other Countries. ' But 
there was but one Biſhop for Africa, 6nefor Spain,.one 
for; Gaz!.; two Prieſts. as Deputies of the'-infirm and: 
Aged: Biſhop. of Rome. \ Whilſt: (for Inſtance fake ) - . 
there 'were feventeeniBiſhops|for the ſalbProvites'of . 
* Jfaxria; yet ſuch Councils--ars 'very' uſeful; fuck we «x. 
reverence ; but:God' did\not-ſet' them” yp-as-the only Lai. Toms 
andthe infallible Guides of Faith. - If theſe-were ſack * 3% 
Guides, what Guided: the Church: which was before 
them? By what: rule /was''Eb3on- judged: before” the 
Council of. Nice ?\\ How icanCwe be lafallibly Guided 
by them+is Controverſies: of Faith: not'idetermined 
by: \them 5: [nay not brought volbie-acipans 3 nay 
ſcarce moved. till.. theſe latter days? Such (\for the 
purpoſe ) are. the Controverſies: about the vertue-of  / 
the Sacrifce of Chriſt, and:of Fatgote pets Faith: | 
of - mere necunbencaupon his Merirs: :Or/how: hella tt > 
private 'Man who errs'ia the' Faith; be: pads froth 
his/Hereſy, feeing.he may die ſome years/cre'aCouns 
cil-can alkemble;. on} - learn 6 = 
Cree8s!1 Arius. vented hipHcreſy:aboutteh years 


tlie Couneilof! Nice: was called ſor the:ſuppreffih 
MT ae he kid-givenventroir, SY 


"> 
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out Egypt and Lybia and the upper Thebes, . as Socrates 
BT _ f has reported .: And, in a fhort time many other Pro- 
v9. " vinces and Cities were infe&ed- with the contagion-of 
it. And, in the pretended Council if Trent, no leſs than 
five Popes were ſucceſlively concerned ; and it laſted, 
it>-ſeveral places longer than two legal lives of a Man. 
* From 4. * There was, indeed, a Canon in the Weſtern Church Þ for 
the holding of aCouncilonce in the ſpace of each ten years: 
t V. Councsl. - But that Caxon has not been, hitherto, obeyed ; and as 
$277 39- affairs ſtand in the Church, it is impra*ticable. For 
| the Pope wil exclude all the Greek and Reformed Biſhops : 
he will crowd the Aſſembly with Biſhops'of his own 
Creation ; and with Abots alſo ;; he: will not admit 
of, former Councils unleſs they ſerve his: purpoſe ; 
7 Greg. not ſo much as that of Nzce it ſelf. * He will be the 
Ep Ep. IR Fudge, though about his own Supremacy. He- will 
laſ. 1.Ey. 13. multiply Z7ta{zans and others who, upon”Oath' f'owe 
_— XF" their yotes to him. - Ze will-not hold 'a Councikupon 
379: pos the, terms-approved by all Romiſh Princes. Nor did 
rific. Reman. they agree at their Jaſt Council; 'the Emperour 
would not | ſend. his Biſhops| to Bologna, nor. the 
Prench King| his: to: Trent. And though the French 
Charch - believed -the:Dof&rines-'of that Synbd, yet 
they - did' .not-: receive them from-the) Authority 'of 
it, but they ;embraced;them as the former Dottrines 
of the Roman Church. : And the Pariftan Faculty -((a) 


- 


(ﬆ) rk prepared the!way:to:the Articles of Trent. vii (che 
See Richer, 4, - © Notwithſtanding all this, we firmly believe that at 
Conc. general. leaſt; the @arſt-fOur general Councys:didnot-err. in Faith; 


« yt 162 and/it -is pious to think that God would not ſuffer ſo 


great a-temptation in--the' Church on Earth. | Yet” ſtill 
we believeithoſe Councils: not to bevinfallible: 1n:their 
conſtitution, ;þut: ſo faras-they.! followed. ar infallible 
rule. For.the"greatoſt [Tinh as-not alwajis with the 
greateſt number: -And great nurabers may: appearon | 
contgary 
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contrary ſides.  'The Council of — under 
Conſtantine Copronymus, conſiſting of three hundred thirty 
eight Biſhops, decreed againſt the »ſe of */mages in Chur- 
ches. Yet the ſecond Synod of Nice conſiſting of about 
three hundred and fifty Biſhops determin'd tor it.” And, 
a while after, in the We, the Council of Frankford 
conſiſting of about three hundred Biſhops, reverſed - 
that decree: And, after that, the Councul of 7rent 
did re-eſtabliſh it ; though there the voting Perſons - 
were not fitty. * With ſuch uncertain doubts of belief 
muſt they move who follow a Guide in Religion with- - 
out reference to a further rule. | oy 
But, here, there is offered to us, by the Guide in 04jef. 
Controverſies, * © an Obje:tion, of which this is the * 8.17 Anne. 
« ſum. The fifth Canon of the Church of E «gland! 9 D. Still An- 
« does declare that the thirty nine Articles were agreed PRI 
« upon for the avoidance of the diveriities of opini- 
< ons. and the eftaiiliſmng of conſent rouclung true 
 « Rel gion. Content touching true Religion is conſent 
© jn Matters of Faith. Eſtai-lithing of content relateth 
<«-both tp Layety and Clergy. * he third and fourth 
« Canons of 16.40. decree the Excommunication of 
<-thoſe who will not abjure their h1o1ding Popery and 
« Socintaniſm. The Rttormed Churches in Fraxce 
« teach the -like DoQtrine, threatning to cut them off 
« from the Church who acquieice nor in the reſolution 
« of a National Synod. + The fame courle was taken | ,, ., , 
« with the Remoyſtrants 1n the Synod of Dort. * Where- 5.4 confiftecre. 
« fore Proteſtants ought not to detract from the Au-# ws ou pluſi- 
Es . ! s h eurs, ©c. 
thority of general Councils, whilſt they afſume to *5,x.Dord./ef] 
$ vw wp ſo great a Power in their particular Sy- 138 
*© nods. | | : ; 
The forceof this Objection is thus removed. Every Anſwer. 
Church hath Power of admitting, or excluding Mem- 
bers, elſe ig, hath not means ſufficient to its end, the 
| | 6 * _ order 
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order and concord of its Body. Every particular 
Church ought to believe that it does not err in its de- 
finitions ; tor it ought not to impoſe any known error 
upon its Members. But though it believes it does not 
err, it does not believe it upon this reaſon, becauſe 
God hath made it an infallible Guide ; but rather for 
this, becauſe it hath ſincerely and with Gods aſſiſtance 
followed a rule which 4s infallible. And, upon this 
ſuppoſition, it impoſeth Dottrines, and excludeth ſuch 

(a) See Artic. as with contumacy diſſent from them (a.) _ 

20, 21 3% 4- This Guide 1s not the preſent Church declaring 
to particular Chriſtians the ſenſe of the Church of 
former Ages. How can this declaration be made, ſee- 
ing Churches differ, and each Church calls it ſelf the 
true one, and pretendeth to the Primitive pattern. 
The Church of Rowe hath, on her ſide, the ſuffrages 
of all the Councils and Fathers, the firſt, the middle 

(b) Camp. Rat- the laſt, if Campian the Jeſuite may be believed (4.) On 

ho = *: the other hand Moyfiewr Larroque hath Written a Book 
of the Conformity of the Proteſtant Churches in Fraxce 

* Lib. diurn. With the Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Ancient Chureh, 

Pontif-p. 35- taking it for granted that their DodQrine was Catholick. 

Apoſtalice Tra- And we likewiſe pretend, both to the DoQtrine and Diſci- 

ditions nor- pline of it. All of us cannot bein the right. The Roman 

m7.  Church,without any proof, calleth her ſelf the Church: 

Senforum 318. Catholick;and ſhe pretendeth to conveigh to us the ſenſe 

—_ = of the Ancient Fathers and Councils ; which ſenſe was 

5 Nicza;&e. that they underſtood formerly by the word Tradition. 

& p. 43buſ-* And in this ſenſe 2 Romaniſt faid of Pope Honorius F,. 

_— —_— that he had broken the rule of Tradition. But how can 

nem. we eſteem that Church a faithful repreſenter of the 

TAnt.DexaFier ſenſe of the Ancients whilſt the Reformed conſult the 


zn2 Hiſtor. Mo 


neth.p. 123. Ancients with equal ability, and find a contrary ſenſe 


* Conc, Trid. in them ? Whilſt the Church of Rome, * by a kind of 


$/-4-4cr. 1- Eccleſiaſtical Coinage, ſtampeth Divine Authority arm 
Books: 
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Books eſteemed by the Loon bs Forhort ly be RE 
Apochryphal > F Whilſt it orged decrees of Popes, 7 F: confiie. 4- 
, Sd ke a deceitful Gibeonite) cored that which =, mens 0 
really new, in appearance old and mouldy, on pur- Nic.1 S.Hieron. 
poſe to promote 1mpoſture ? How doth it give us 2-1 
the ſenſe of the Ancients, when it owneth what it for- c. 26. p. 145. 
merly difowned as Canonical, the Epiltle to the ZYe- 579-7 2. Sc. 
brews +? When it taketh away the Cup which Pope Gela- p/euge-Iſode- 
fius called a grand Sacrilege * ? When it now rejeCteth run. 
the Gommunicating of Intants which, in former times, 7 Is — 
was eſteemed by many a very neceſſary point ? When a TGratien in 
former Pope Gregory condemns the Title of Univerſal Cu/eer. dift.2. 
paſtor as Anti-Chriſtian, and a latter inſiſts upon it as *** © 
the choiceſt flour in the papal Prerogative ? When 
St. Auſtin (a) and from him the very Breviary () ſhall (542-748 
expound Chriſts promiſe , of being almays with his 5:48. 0. 
Church, of the preſence of his Divinity and of his Spirit, (5) Brev. Rem. 
and not of his Body : And Pope Jwnocent the third Bj oor 
ſhall interpret them as meant alſo of his corporal pre- 7. p. 440. 
ſence ( c )? Wb. mee 

And, if the Reman Church falſifyeth written Tradi- j. hs. * © 
tion, how ſhall we truſt her for Oral 2 And how 
and at what time did that Oral Tradition remove 
from Greece to Rome where the Greek Church, which 
it allowerh to have been once poſſeſſed of the true Tradi- 
tion, is accuſed of Hereſie ? At the ſame time (1 ſup- 
poſe ) that the Chappel 'of the Virgin removed from 
Nazareth to Loretto. This princip e of Oral Traditi- h 
on is moſt uncertain to their Judges ; and to thoſe to 
whom they offer it, it is-moſt obſcure. It is a prin- 
ciple on which they can ſerve a purpoſe, in juſtifying 
novel Dottrines as Oral Traditions not . known to 
=p but the Roman Church, which pretendeth to the 

uſtody of them. 


D 2 5. God 
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5. God hath not ſet up- any one Ferſon in the Ca- 

tholick Church 'in the Quality of an unerrirg Guide 

in the Chriſtian Faith. The Biſhops of Rowe who 

pretend to this Prerogative, do but pretend :. It is a 

tender point ; and the Pope's Legates, in the Counczl 

* H.Conc.Trid. of Text, * were enjoyned to give forth this Advertiſe- 

GY ment, that the Fathers, upon no- account whatſoever, 

ſhould touch it, or diſpute about it. They who ex- 

amine it, will ſoon reject it as falle and u.eels. 

Arg. I. And, 1. Whether the Pope be or be nor the Guide, 

the Men of the Poway Communion are expoſed to 

& dangerous uncertainty. For, it 5 not yet determined 

amongſt them, whether they are to follow the Pope, 

with, or without, or againſt a Counci/. Yet a Pope 

hath owned a"Council which depoſed other Popes, and 

by decree,. fet it ſelf above them, or, rather yindi- 
cated the ſuperiority due to it. Thus Martin the ' 

fifth received the Papal Mitre from the Comnc!l,of Con- 

ſtance, after it had depoſed Gregory the twelith, Bene- 

aict the thirteenth, and John the twenty third. A4- 

gain, there have been, by the account given us 1n their 

+ See the Index wn Hiſtorians, f more than twenty tormed Schiſms 
COP in that Church ; two or more Popes pretending at the 
Colen.1610. ſame time to the infallible Chair, and each of them 
not being without their followers and giving. Holy 
Orders. And at this time there, is riſen an Apologiſt 
* Steph. Balux.® for Mauritius, Burdin or Gregory the eighth, though he 
” Co was ejected by the Reman Church,which received Gelaſius 
514- into his place ; Burdin being diſliked by them as a 
Creature of Henry the Emperour. This Schiſm 

4 Bern. Ep. (faith St. Bernard F) diſtrated that Church,ang, gave 
* Baluz. ibid. 16 4 wound. only riot incurable. And Baluzius * profeſieth. 
Pp. 514. difficile that it was then difficult to underſtand which of; the, 
im two, Gregory or Gelafias, was the Legitimate ſucceſ>. 
ſour of Pope Paſchal, Now, how uſeleſs, to them, 
| | of 
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is the pretence of a Guide, when they want ſome o- 
rher Guide who ſhould tell-them which of the pretend- 


ers they may ſecurely follow ? 


Secondly, the Popes themſelves, in their Solemn Pro--Arg. IT. , 
feſion, ſuppoſe themſelves liable to. the miſleading of 
the People even in Matters of Faith. For, having 


owned the Faith of the Six' general 
Councils, © ® They further profeſs 
« themſelves and others: to be fſub- 
© jet to an Avnathema, if they ad- 
© vance novelty contrary to: the a- 
« foreſaid Evangelical Tradition, and 
<« the integrity of the Orthodox and 


* Lib. diurn, Pontif. 2. profeſſ» fides. 
P.4.3. -=- Vnde 6 diftrifti Anathema- 
ers interdiAioni ſubjicumus, fi quis un» 
quam, ſeu nos, ſive eſt Alzus, qui no- 
vum aliquid praeſumat contra hujuſmo- 
di Evangel;cam Traditionem,& Ortho 
dox. fid:t, Chriſtianeq; Religions m- 
tegricatem, Cc. | 


& Chrillian Faith. 


Thirdly, It the Pope challengeth this Power of in- Arg. 177. 


fallivle Guidance, he mult lay claim to it by his ſuc-- 
ceeding of 5t, Peter. in the Chair Apoſtolical. But, 
then, by equal reaſon, the ſucceſſors of each Apoſtle 
may challenge the office of an infallible Guide. For 
the Power which Chriſt gave to St, Peter, he gave to 
the reſt : It was not ipecial. - And, for the-Billoge of 
Antioch who firſt ſucceeded St. Peter, they have a 
much fairer pretence than thoſe of Rowe. The Truth 
is, Hieruſalem was properly the Mother- Church : 
Though Rowe was the Imperial City ; and'if, by this 
means, the Popes had not fate higher, they would not 
have pretended to ſee further than others. 


Fourthly , thoſe who. have conſidered the writings Arg;. 1Y.. 


of many Popes, and the decrees made by them, Have 
found no reaſon to lay their Faith at their Golden. San- 
dal. It is manifeſt to every Learned. Man that the 
Eyes of the Pope are not. ({\metaphorically ) like thoſe 
of Auguſtus in which . ("it | is ſaid.) there appeared a 
brightneſs like that of the Sun, _ If we had more of 
their Hiſtory, and more. of their Writings, we _ 

nd. 
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find more of their errors. They have ſhewed both 

ignorance and extravaganc2 1n opinion, and error 1n 

the Faith it ſelf. There are not, perhaps, weaker or 

more abſurd paſſages in any Eccleſiaſtical Writer, than 

we may find in the works of Pope nocent the third, 

* Mar. par. A. who was called the Wonder of the World *. He faith 
ny FO of Subdeacons that they repreſented the Nethinims F 
+ Exra. 8. 20. ( or Nathinnims as he calls.them ; ) and that Natha- 
* Imoc:3-Mf+. niel was one of that Order. * That the Pope does not. 
_—_ ** uſe a Paſtoral rod, becauſe St. Peter ſent his Staff to 
Eucharius the firſt Biſhop of 7Treves, to whom Maternus 

ſucceeded, who, by the ſame Staff, was raiſed from 

+ Innoc. 3.ibid. the dead. f That the People have ſeven Salvations in 
c. 62.fol. 165, the Maſs, in order to the expelling the ſeven deadly 
* 14d. 1. 2.c. 91NS, and receiving the ſeven fold Grace of God. * That 
24.ol. 170. an Epiſtle, ſignifying in Greet an Over-ſendiug or ſuper- 
erogation, the word agrees very well to the Apoſto- 

(4) Ibid. c. 29. lical Epiſtles, which are ſuperadded to the Goſpel (a.) 
Jo-171- Heallots to each Article of the Apeſtolical and Conſtan- 
tinopolitan Creeds, a particular Apoſtle, and finds the 

mpcy in all things that are twelve in number. For 

example fake, in the twelve loaves of Shew-Bread ; 

in the twelve Tribes ; twelve hours, twelve Months, 

He gives this reafon why Water is by. the Biſhop 

mixed with Wine' in the Holy Chalice ; becauſe it is _ 

. faid in. the Revelation, that many Waters fignify many 

(6) 1hid. c. 58. People, and that Chriſt ſhed hi Blpod for the People (b.) 
{) I L 4.c. HE faith that Fudas was not at'the Sacrament (c) be- 
13.fol.189. Cauſe he was not to drink it new with Chriſt in his King- 
dom, which priviledge he had promiſed to all the par- 

takers. He teacheth that Mice eat only the Shews of 

& #1a-c.16- Conſecrated Bread (d.) He profeſſeth rather to vene- 
{e) Wc 19, Fate Sacraments than to prie intothem ( 2.) becauſe it 
1s written in Exodus the twelfth, concerning. the Paſ- 

chal Lamb, Eat wot of it raw, nor ſodden at all with 

*. Water, 


_ 
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Water, but reſt with Fire. 1 have not narrowly ran- 
ſacked the plaits of the Popes. Veſtments, for this 1s ob» 
vious enough ; and ſo were a great many other fay- 
ings of equal weakneſs ; but I am weary of the folly of 
them. There have been other Popes, alſo, injudicious 
even to duncery. Eugenius the third approved of the 
Propheſies or Enthuſiaſtick Dreams of F/ildegards, in 
the Synod of 7ryers,as Inſpirations. Pope Zachary judged 
the true Doctrine of Antipodes, to be heretical in the 
caſe of the more Learned and Knowing Yirgilius ( a.) (4) tit Sacks 
Herein the Pope coramitted: a greater error than the 4, —_ 
poor Prieſt who Baptized in nomina Patria & filia & Valfert. tn F*'W 
Spiriths Sanita (4; ) and whoſe lack of Latin Bowiface R7. Boic. p. 
the German _ would have puniſhed by the Re- þ— cnn. | 
baptization of his Proſelytes, if the faid Yirgilius had gi%#] Dering, 
not, by application to that Pope, prevented it. It is nope” 
true, Virgilius was accuſed as an Heretick who had ntm fuim 
ſet up another Sun and another Moon, as well as a- pew ff, 
nother World of Men whoſe feet were oppoſite to ours. me fl, ts 
But Yelſerus himſelf (c ) hath the ingenuity to confeſs 4/5 hominesub- 
that this was meant only of the Sun and Moon as fhin- rat Th 
ing to our Antipodes, as well as tous: And that the tus, þ corviftus 
accuſation was framed by ignorant Men who had not/#* ir4 cope 
the acuteneſs to underſtand the Globular form of the (;,concla as: 
Earth, and the ſcheme of the propoſer. Neither had Ecclefi2 pelic 
Pope Zachary himſelf ſagacity enough to diſcern the $74 bo. 
nature of thus ridiculous. charge. He who can miſtake (3) Velfr. op. 
Truth for Hereſie, may miſtake Hereſie for Truth. Bid. p.147- 
Now that Popes have erred not only inleſſer things, 4 : _ " 
but even in Matters of Faith, is plain from Hiſtory. 
I will inſtance, only, in Yigilius, and: Hovorius, for- 
bearing to ſpeak of Liberivs and divers others who 
ſwerved from the truly Ancient Catholick Faith. 
Pope Vigilius framed a Conſtitution in favour of the 
three Chapters. or Neſtorian-Writings of [bas Biſhop of 


ſa, 
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Edeſſa, Theodorus of Mopſueſtia, and Theodoret Zithop 
of Cyrus. This Conjtitution was publiſhed by Cardinal 
t Baron. An- Baronius F out of Ancient Manuſcript in the Yarrcan 
"5 1.02 Library : And he calls it a Decree * in defence of the'e 
486. Chapters. In this Decree the Pope doth not only juſtify 
Kr my N. thee Heretical Writings, | but, with the Followers of 
Tat of 3 7 heodorus, he falſly chargeth upon the Council! of Cha!- 
N. 192-:511- cedon the Epiſtle of bas*, and calls it Orthodox. This 
(z) Conc. Con charge the Fathers of the fifth general Council ({ a ) 
_ Co ſhew to be unjuſt and falie. That Council con- 
demneth thoſe three Chapters as Heretical. And, to-' 
(b) Defm. gether with them, it condemneth (4) Pope /ig//jus 
Conco-S and others under the name of Sequaces or Followers of 
Neſtorius and Theodorus. Buronius himſelf acknow- 
ledgeth that the decree of that Council was ſet up a- 
(c) Baron. An- gainſt the decree of that Pope { c. ) Theſe Chapters 
__ 553. % had not been condemned if they had not contained in 
ne 76g of them the Neſtorzan-Hereſie. 'I he Ep:ſtle of 142; does, 
C ut apparer ) 1n particular manner, extoll 7he dirus. And the Cone 
—_—_— —_ cil affirmeth concerning his Creed, that the F:7ter of 
lice pre re- lies compoſed it. And ut denounceth a C'rſe 2gainſt 
verenti4 ipſum both the Compoſer and the Believers of it. Yet 
o  doubtlefs, theſe writings were, in themf{clves, ircon- 
ſiderable enough. But the Council oppoled them with 
ſuch rigour, becauſe the Faction had made them very 
popular, and advanced them into the Quality of a - 

kind of Bible of the Party. 

| For Pope Fonorius, he fell into the 
0 Drtal _ mon. ſcrut. 5. Þ- es Hereſie of the Mynothelites. * That 
Poor, wat hemeryaax ra is, of thoſe who held that there is 
ea eſt, quod dicat aperte. Unde & unam but one Will-in both. the Natures of 
-=-——v fatemiur dom. noſtci Jeſu Chriſt, ''This DoSrine he publiſhed 
4 "= 6. a7. 13. See Richer. Hiſt.Conc, 1 Dis Epiſtles. This he declared in 
General, vol. 1..p. 569. Gc. the /exth general Council + he is, in 
the 


= 


-the ſeventh Council * condemned as a 
Monothelite. And he was expreſsly 
anathematized for Confirming the Wic- 
ked Doftrine of Sergius. 

The guilt of Zerejie:1n Zonoritis, 
is owned in the Solemn Profeſſion of 
Faith made by the Popes at their 
.entrance.on the Papacy ( a. ) This 
matter is ſo manifeſt that Melchior 
Canus ( b) profeſſeth, no Sophiſtry 
is artful enough to put the Colour 
of a plauſible defence upon it. A 
late Romaniſt hath undertaken to 
write the Hiſtory of the Monothelites 
(£ ) ; and the Defence of /onorius 
cemeth tro be the principal motive 
to that undertaking. Yet fo great 
is the power of Truth, and ſuch, in 
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* Syn. 7. AF. ult. p.886. Cen. ii Labb, 
Richer. 'H. Conc. Gen. vl. 1. om 
Ad calc. ejuſd. Af.7. im omn, editioni- 
bus Conctl. legitur Epiſt. Smod. quam 
Taraſius, ©c. — Er diſerte narrat cun- 
Hos Patres — Hmorium damnaſſe. 


( 4) Lib. diurn. Pontif. Conf. fid. 2.p. 
41. Autores vero nout heretici dogma- 
tis, Sergium, Pyrrhum, Paulum, 65 Pe- 
trum Epiſcopos, una cum Honorio ( qui 
pravis eorum. aſſertionibus fomentum 
zmpendit ) pariterg; & Theodorum 
Pharamitanum, & Cyrum Alexandri- 
num, cum eorum imitatoribus,C5c. 

( b ) Melch. Can. Locicom. L 6. c. wt. 
Pp. 242, 243. (5c. 


(c) Anton. Dexzallier. Hift. Mon. 
Par. 1678. 


this caſe, is the 


plainneſs of it, that, in the Apologiſt himſelt, we find 

theſe conceſſions : That the Pope (4) was condemned (4) 14. . p. 
by the Council, and that the Council was not to be #2+25:226- 
blamed + ; that Pope Leo the /ecoxd owned both the f 218. 
Council and the Sentence, and that Fonorins was Sen- 

tenced as an Heretick. * He would abate this guilt by * 14. p. 220. 
ſaying { 6 ) that Honorius erred as a private Perſon, (b) Þ. 207, 
and not as Head of the Church, becauſe his Epiſtle was 293 
hortatory, and not compulſive. It is true, he erred 

not as Head of the Church, for ſuch he was not, nei- 

ther as ſuch was he owned. But he erred as a publick 


rſon and with Heretical obſiinacy. For Pope Leo, 
be cents ſaid concerning-him, that he had made it his 
buſineſs to betray arid ſubvert the Holy Faith. 


2s (c) Ld. pr22. 
profan.t prodi- 
tione immacu= 
latam fidem 


(c) 


Now this matter of FaCt ſufficeth for the refuting /#*7:e7e «> 


all the fallacious reaſonings of the patrons of Papal in- 


Natus eff. — 
Flammam con- 


fallibility, For all muſt agree that they are not un- four, p. 123. 
E 


erring 
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| d ) Sxcr. erring Guides who actually err. The Szexr de Balzac (d) 
Cort-p:4 ©- mocks at the weakneſs of one of the Romiſh Fathers 
who offered four reaſons to prove that the Duke D' 
{iſpernon was not returned out of England : And of- 
fered them to a Gentleman who had feen him ſince 
his return. | 
Coil. V. There ſeemeth no jizzeſs in the conſtituting of ſuch a 
Guide ; nor any. zeceſſity for it. 

Had it been agreeable to Gods Wiſdom, his Wiſdom 
would not have been wanting to it ſelf. God having 
made Man a Reaſonable Creature, would not make void 
the uſe of deliberation, and the freedom of his judg- 
ment. There is no vertue in the Afſent, where the 
Eye 1s forced open, and the Light held diretly to it. 
It: 35 enough that God, the rewarder of them who be- 
lieve, hath given Men ſufficient faculties, and ſufficient 
means. 

And, ſeeing Holineſs is as eceſſary to the pleaſing 
of God, and to the peace of the World,as Union in Do- 
Ctrine ( to which there 1s. too. frequently given a life- 
leſs Aſſent ; ) ſeeing there muſt be Chriſtian Obedience 
as long as. there 1s a Church ; ſeeing ( as the Guide 7 

* x. H. Ann. Controverſy * himſelf urgeth ) the Catholick Church and 
a 4 Anſw. 1] the parts of it are believed, in the Creed, to be Holy 
4 as well as Orthodox ; We ask not the Romaniſts an im- 
pertinent Queſtion when: we defire them to tell us, 
why a means to infallibility in the judgment, rather 
than irreſiſtibleneſs in the pious choice of the Will, is 
to be, by Heaven, provided in the Church ? Both 

ſcema kind of Deſtination of equal neceſſity. | 
Prop. YV. Bur, though the Reformed, eſpecially thoſe of the 
Church of Eng/and, ſee no- neceflity for an infallible 

Guide, nor believe there is one on the face of the Earth, . 
yet they do not rejet all Eccleſiaſtical Guidance ; but al- 

low it great place in matters. of Diſcipline and wy 
FY X 
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and fome place allo { though not that of an unerring 
Judge ) in Matters of Faith. +44 | 
At'the beginning of the Reiormation the Prote- 
ants, though they refuſed the judgment of the Pope 
their Egemy, yet they declined not the determination 
of a Council. And, in the Aſtmbly at Ausbargh, the 
Romaniſts and Proteſtants agteed in_a Council as the 
Umpire of their publick difference. At this the Po | 
was ſo alarumed ( faith the Sieur de Mezeray * ) thathe * Hi. Fran. 
wrote to the Kings of | France and England, © that he © 2 
« would do all they would deſire, provided they hin- 
« dred the calling ofa Council. 
In the Reformation of” rhe; Church of England. great 
regard was had to the Primitive Fathers and Councils. 
And the aforeſaid *French Fiiſtorian 'Was as much mi- | 
ſtaken in the affairs of Our Church, when he faid of 
our: Religion, that it was 7 med!y of the Opinions of. Calvin _ 
and Luther ( a,) as he was afterwards jn the affairs (a) Mex.zft. 
of our 'Szate, whert he ſaid King Fames was elected at 4: 1548- 
the Guildhall Kt g of Eigland 7 wp. (b) 14. ib. 4. 
The Roma repreſent ns very falfly, whilſt they 1593- 
fix upon- us a private Spirit, as it ſtands in oppoſitionto 


. »* - #* » 


the Aurtbrity of the Catholick Church: - CT 6g 
Mr. Alabafter (cc) exprefſeth: one motive to his (c ). See F, + 
converſion to the Romany Chutch, in theſe "Words o Neſs no 
« Weigh together the Spoaſe .of Chriſt, with Luther, . ir, 12. 
&« Calvin, Melanfthon : Oecumenical Councils with pri» 
© vate opinions. The Reverend and Learncd Fathers 
< with Arius, 4etins, Vitilantius, Men always in their 
* time Burned for Hereticks [of which words, the - 


tormer are falſe reaſoning, thi latter are falſe Hiſtory. ] .. 
The Biſhop. of Meaux (4) reaſons; after. the.;ſame [4 ) Confer. 
fallacioys manner, < Sippoſing a, Proteſtant, to be. of © > Claw 
this perſwaſian that he can.undarſtand the Scriptures ©” © 
© better than all the reſt of the Church together, of 

23 E 2 which __ 
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which perſwaſion he faith very truly, that-it exalteth 
Pride, and removeth Docllity. 

(4) RH.4n. The Guide in Controverſies ( d ) puts the Queſtion 
pay = wrong in theſe terms. * Whether a Proteſtant, in 
Mt <« refuſing the ſubmiſſion of his judgment to the Au- 
&« thority or Infallibility of the Catholick Church in 
& her Councils, can have, in ſeveral Articles of ne- 
« ceſfary Faith, 'wheretn the ſenſe of Scripture is con- 
« troverted, as ſure a Foundation of his Faith, as he 
« who ſubmits his judgment to the foreſaid  Authori- 
« ty, oralſo Infallibility 2 Here the Catholick Church 
is put in place of the Romay, Authority: and Infallibi- 
lity are joyned together ; and it is uggeſied cithoneſtly 
concerning the Reformed, that they lay afide the Au- 
thority of the Catholick Church in her general Coun- 
cils. Authority may be owned where there is no in- 
fallibility ; for it is not in Parents Natural or' Civil : 

Yet both teach and govern us. _ 
If others reje&t Church-Aythority,-let. them. who 
are guilty of ſuch diſorderly irreverence, ſee to it. The 
Chriſtians of the Church of Eg/and. are of another 
Spirit. Of that Church this ts- one of the Articles: 
Art. 20. « The Church hath power to decree: Rites and Cere- 
| « monies,and Authority in Controverſies of Faith.There 
* Mr.Seldenin © is a Queſtion ( faith Mr. Se/dex * ) about that Ar- 
bjs Colloquiiz3 & ticle concerning the power of the Church, whether 
word Church. © theſe words [ of having power 1n Controverſies of 
Set. 5. <« Faith } were not ſtolen in. . But, it's. moſt certain, 
© they were in the Book of Articles that was confirmed ; 
« though, in ſome Editions, they have been left out. 
ts _ They were ſo in Dr. Mocker's F ; but he is to be: con- 
416172129 {idered in that Edition as a private-Man. Now this 
| Article does not: make the Church an infallible Guide 
in the Articles. of Faith, but a Moderator in the Con- 
troverſies about Faith. The Church doth not aſſume 


% 
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that Authority to it ſelf in this Article which, 1n the 


foregoing *, it denied to the Churches of Ferſalem, * 4riic. 19. 


Alexandria, Antioch and Rome. When'perverſe Men will 
raile ſuch Controverſies, who isſo fit, for Peace fake, to 
interpoſe, as that Church where the Flame is kindled ? 
There can be no Church without a Creed ; and each 
particular Church ought to believe her Creed to be 
true, and, by conſequence, muſt exerciſe her Autho- 
rity in the defence of preſumed Truth. Otherwiſe 
ſhe is not true to her own conſtitution. But ſtill ſhe 


acts under the caution given by St. Augu/tine. ( a )( 4) S-Ang. 
* You bind a Man onEarth : Take heed they be juſt dd verb. Dom. 


« bonds in which you retain him. For Juſtice will 
<« break ſuch-as are-unjuſt -in ſunder. And whileſt the 
Church of Eng/and challengeth this Authority, ſhe doth 
not pretend to it from any ſupernatural gift of infallibih- 


ſuper Mat Ser. 
16. 


ty, but ſo far. only as ſhe believes ſhe hath ſincerely 


followed an infallible Rule. For of this importance 
are the next:words of the Article before remembred. 


«c It is not Lawful for the Church to ordain 
« any thing that is contrary to Gods word written. 
& - And beſides the ſame it ought not to enforce 


<« any 33s to | be believed for neceſſity of Salvati- 
c« on 8 , X 
After this manner the Church of England afſerteth 
her own Authority ; and ſhe runs not into any extream 
about the Authority of Councils, or the Catholick 
Church. | | 
We make Confeſſion of the Ancient Faith expreſſed 
in the Apoſtolical, Nicene, or Conſtantinopolitan and 
Athanaſian Creeds. The Canons of forty reje&t the 
Hereſie of Socinus as contrary to the firſt four general 
Councils ('c.) Our very Statute-Book hath reſp to 
themin the adjudging of Hereſie. (4) Yet our Church 
{till teacheth concerning them (e),that © things by them 
ordained 


(b) Art.20, 


{c ) Can, 5. 
(d) t Ekx. 1. 
Se. 36. 

(e) Art. 2b 
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<« ordained have neither Strength nor Authority, unleſs 
« it may be declared that they be taken out of Holy 
« Scripture. 
When Controverſies ariſe,eſpecially when the doubts 
concern not ſo much the Article of Faith it ſelf, as the 
Modes of it, we grant to ſuch venerable Aſſemblies 
a Potiority of Judgment; Or it we aſſent not; yet for 
Peace fake we are humbly ſilent: We do not altogether 
refuſe their Umpirage. We think their Definitions 
good Arguments againſt unquiet Men who are chiefly- 
moved by- Authority, We believe them very -uſeful- 
in the Controverſies betwixt usand the Church of Rome ; 
and as often as they appeal to Primitive Fathers and Coun- 
cils ; to Fathers and Councils we are willing togo with 
them,and to be tryed by thoſe who were nigher to the A- 
poſtles, in the Quality of Witneſſes rather than Fudges. 
We believe that in matters of Truth of which we are 
already well. perſwaded, there may be added by the 
Suffrages of Councils and Fathers, a degree of Corro- 
* Ep.113.Con- boration to our Afſent. In ſum we fay with S. Auſtine * 
- x ; uber: that there zs of Councils in the Church of Ged a moſt whole- 
rimam eſſe ſome [though uot an infallible} Authority. And if S. Gregory 
Autboritatem. Naz-anzen never ſaw ( as he-faith) a happy effett of 
(a) Greg. Naz. any Synod , (a) this came not to paſs from the Nature 
=_ Pre- of the means as not conduciveto: that end, but from the 
- looſenels of Goyerninent, and the depraved manners 
of the Age in which helived : For ſuch were the times 
of YValens the Emperour. | egnet 
| Itis true, there are ſome among us, though not of 
us,who,with diſdainful infolence,contemnall Authority ; 
even that of the Sacred Scripture it ſelf. Theſe pre- 
tend to an infallible Light of immediate and perſonal 
Revelation. | It hath hapned according tothe Proverb, 
every Man of them hath a Pope within him. ' Ferry 
Nicholas pufted up many vain ignorant people with ' this 
T | Proud 


I COAL IS. We a Sa 
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Proud Imagination. Hethering!/on a Mechanick, about 
the end. of the Reign of King Fames, advanced this no- 
tion of Perſonal Intallibility. His followers believed they 
could not err in giving deliberate Sentence in Religion 
a.) And this was the principle of Wyn/tanley and the firſt (a) SeeDi 
uakers, though the Leaders, ſince they were em- _— : 
bodied, have 1n part ſorfaken it. | " 

But theſe Enthuſiaſts have intituled the Holy Spirit 
of God totheir own Dreams. They have pretended to- 
Revelations which are contrary to- one another. They 
can be Guides to themſelves only, becauſe they cannor 
by any ſupernatural ſign prove to others that they 
are inſpired. 

And ſuch Enthuſiaſm 15 not otherwiſe favoured in * Cone. Lae: 
the Church of Eyg/and then by Chriſtian pity, in confi» #: 't- 
deration of the infirmity of Humane Nature ; but in re aprons. 
the Church of Rome, it hath been favoured to that De- Max.p. 291. 
gree, that it hath founded many Orders and Religious drape EN 
Houſes, and given Reputation to ſome DoXrines, and rum Dominus: 
canoniz'd not a few Saints amongſt them. The In- fs 9ue- 
ſpiration-of S.ZiIdegardis,S. Catharine of Siena, S.Tereſa, Eccleſia aſp 
and many others ſeemeth to have been vapour making 74time gua- 
impreſſion on a devout fancy : Yet the Church of erage" 
Rome in a Council under Leo the Tenth, hath too much mes propheram- 


enco! K pple promittit, 
ncouraged ſuch diſtemper as propheſie Te prom = 
6) : ; predicatorum 
For private-Reaſon, it is the handmaid of Faith ; we 'princeps Spi- 
uſe it, and not ſeperately from . the Authority of the jm? 24 
. co ite extin- 
Church, but as a help in diſtinguiſhing true from falſe guere,propheras 


Authority. And in ſoplain a caſeas Herefie,if our Church mom HR 


thinketh a private Man may without an infalli- 4,1, 
ble Guide on Earth judge aright of it, it does but mendaciumgre- 
believe as Pope Adrian believed, as he profeſſed in a 57,91" 


: vel aliter impe=- 
Synod at Rome, of which profeſſion report. is: made air; anrhns. 
| in velumus. 
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+ Hn. Nic.2.1n the ſecond Synod of Nice F. For, ſpeaking of the 
[mos ro pr Sentence againſt Pope Fcnorius, he excuſeth it in point 
enim Honoria of good behaviour, becauſe it was given in the cafe of 
——_— Hereſie. For in that caſe, and in that caſe alone, he al- 
difum ab Or;. lowed Inferiors ( ſo he was pleaſed to call the Or/- 
 entalibusſcien- ental Biſhops) to reject the corrupt ſenſe of thoſe who 
_ #--+ are ſuperior to them. | 
ſuper herefiac- I will haſten to the next Propoſition, after I have 
_ 57 added one thing more which relates to the guidance of 
"of, nom Lag Eccleſiaſtical Authority : And it is this. Thoſe of the 
minoribus ma» Unlearned Paity who are Members of the Church of 
wor Lager England,have much more of the juſt guidance of Eccleſi- 
ftendi, vel pra» aſtical Authority than the like order of Men in the 
el 6/8 i= Church of Rome. For the Authentick Books of that 
04 2. Church being all written inthe Latin Tongue, - the il- 
literate People reſolve their Faith into the ability and 
honeſty of their C onfeſſor or Pariſh Prieſt. They take 
it upon his word, that this is the Doctrine, this the 
Diſcipline, this the Worſhip, of rheir © hurch. Where- 
as each Miniſter in our Church can dire&t the P2ople 
to the Holy Bible, to rhe Books of Homilies, Articles, 
Canons, Common-Przyer, Ordination, as ſet forth 
in their native Tongue, by publick Authority. Of 
this they may be atſured by their own Eyes, as many as 
can but competently read. They do not only take this 
from the mouth of a Prieſt, but from the Church it 
ſelf. Where the Laws of the Church and the Statutes 
of the Civil Government are written in an unknown 
'Tongue, there the Unlearned depend more upon private 
than publick Authority ; for they receive the Law 
| from particular Prieſts or Judges. 
Prop. V1. Though Eccleſiaſtical Authority be a help to our 

Faith, yet the Holy Scripture is the only infallible Rule 

oft ; and by this Rule and the Miniſterial Aids of the 


Chriſtian Church, we have ſufficient means without 
Submiſſion 


] 


Submiſſion to papal. Infallibility, to attain to certain- 
ty in that Faith which is generally neceſſary to Sal- - 
vation. | # 

I do not mean that, by believing the whole Canon 
of the Scripture in the groſs, we thereby believe all the 
neceſſary Articles of the Faith, becauſe they are there- 
in contained. That looks too like a fallacy ; and it 
giveth countenance to an uſeleſs Faith. For he that be-. 
lieves on this manner, hath as it were ſwallow'd a Creed 
in the lump only, whereas it is neceſſary for a Chriſtian 
to know each particular Article and the general Nature 
and Tendency of it. Otherwiſe his Faith will not have a 
diſtinct influence upon his Chriſtian behaviour to which 
if it were not uſeful, it were not neceſſary. To believe in 
general as the Scripture believes, 1s with the Blind and 
Flexible Faith of a Romani/t, to believe at adventure. 
He believes as his Church believes, but he knows not 
what is the belief of his Church ; and therefore is not 
inſtructed by that Faith to behave himſclf as a Member 
of it. 

The Scripture is that rule of Faith waich giveth us 
a _ particular Articles which are neceſſary to eter- 
nal Lite. 
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By this rule the Primitive Fathers govern'd thems- {a) Cl. Atex. 


ſelves, 'and this they commended to the Churches. And 


Clemens Alexandrinus ( a') does in terms, call the Con- .;; 5 us. 
ſent*of the Old and New Teſtament the Ecclefraſtical Jie, &c. & 


Canon, and the Touchſtone of true: and falſe. IT will not 
multiply Teſtimonies; enough of them are already col- 
leted (6). v | 
I will rather purſue the Argument before me," in 
theſe three Aſſertions. 4 ' 
Firſt, aProteſtant without the ſubmiſſion of his Judg- 


D. Till. Rule of 


ment to the Roman Church, may be. certainly direfted Faith. pare. 4. 


to the Canonical Books of Holy. Scripture. jy 
F Secondly, © 
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Secoxd!y, He may without-ſuch ſubmiſſion, ſufficient- 
ly underſtand the Rule of Faith, and find out the Senſe 
of {uch places in thoſe Canonicab Books, as is neceſiary to. 
the beliet of a true Chriſtian. | 

Thirdly, This rule of Faith is the principal means of 
Union in Faith in the Chriſtian Church. 

Firſt, a Proteſtant without the ſubmiilion of his Judg- 
ment to the Roman Church may be certamly directed 
to the Holy Scriptures. 

It is commonly ſaid by Men of the Roman perſwaſion, 
but injudiciouſly enough, that we may as well receive 
our Creed from them, as we do our Bible. The Scr:bes 
and Phariſees might have ſaid the like to the People of 
the Fews. But with the good Text, they conveighed 
down to them a very falſe gloſs, and miſinterpreted rhe 
Propheſies,as meant of a pompous temporal Mefzah. But, 
for the Reformed, they have received neither Creed 
nor Bible from the-Church of Rome. 'The firſt enumera- 
tion of thoſe Books they find in the 4pofolical Canons, 
and in thoſe of the Council of Laodicea ; no- Weſtern 
writings. They have received the Scriptures from the 
Univerfal Church of all Ages and Places, the Copies. 
of them having been as widely diſperſed as the Chriſti- 
ans themſelves. And they receive them not from the 
infallibility of any particular Church, but upon the 
validity of this ſure principle, that all the Chriſtian 
World, ſo widely diſperſed, conld not poſlibly conſpire 
in the impofing of falſe Books upon them. 

For particular Churches, we may, of all others ſuſ- 
pect the Roman, in reference to the Scriptures. For 
what ſincerity of dealing may we hope for from ſuch a 
Cabal of Men as has | Tv decrees of Councils and 


Popes, obtruded upon the Workd Apocryphal Books 
as Books Canonical, purged out of the writings of the 
Fathers ſuch places as were contrary to their Inno- 

vations, 
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vations , depreſſed the Originals under. an /imperfe& 
Latin Copy, and left on purpoſe in that-Copy, ſome 
places uncorreted for the ſerving of turns. For ex- 
ample fake, they have not either inthe Bible of Sixtus, 
or in that of Clement ( both which, though 1n War a- 
gainſt each other, are made their Canon )' changed 
the word | She} in the third of Geneſis, ( a) tor 
[ Zhat, or, He. ] But, contrary to the Zebrew Text, 
to the Tranſlation of the Seventy, to the Readings 


(a ) Gen. 3. 
I 5. 


of the Fathers, they perſiſt in rendring of it after thug - 


manner ; She ſhall break thy Head. They believe this 
Reading tendeth moſt to the Honor of the bleſſed Virgin, 
whom they are too much inclined to exalt, in the Qualji- 
ty of a Mother, above her Son. The Engliſh Tranfſ- 


lation of. Doway hath followed this plata and partial - 


corruption. 

Secondly, A Proteſtant may without Submiſſion of 
his judgment to. the Roman Church, find out, in the 
Books of Holy Scripture, the neceſſary Articles of Chri- 
ſtian Faith. | | 

Two things are here ſuppoſed ; and both of them are 
true. 

Firſt, That the Scriptures contain in them all the 
neceſſary Articles of our Faith. | 

Secondly, That the ſenſe of the Words in which theſe 
Articles are expreſſed in Scripture may be found out by 
a Proteſtant, without the Submiſſion of his judgment 
to the Papacy. | 

Firſt, The Scriptures contain in them all the neceſſary 
Articles of the Faith. This is true,if the Scriptures them- 
ſelves be ſo : For this they Witneſs *. St. Paul (5) faith 
of the Old Teſtament, as expounded of Chriſt, that 


Aſert. Ih 


®* See S. Joh. 
20, 30, 31. 


C. 21--3% 


it was able to make a Man wiſe unto Salvation. Much {5) 2 Tim. 3. 
more may this be affirmed of tht-entire Canon. The '5 1517: 


Apoſtles preached the neceſlaries to Salvation, and 
F 2 what 
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* Iren.1.3.c.1- what they had preached they wrote down * concern- 
t Eu: Hit. ing the manner of it, Euſeb;us may be conſulted F. For 
Ec!) 2-614: the Primitive Fathers, they allowed the Scriptures to 
be a ſufficient Rule. Jrenezus ſaid of them they were 
4 _ [ , 2. © perfect * . andof the words of St. Auſtine this is the ſenſe; 
8 Chrijt 1, © Among thoſe things which are plainly ſet down in 
2.C 9. « Scrpture, all thoſe things are to be found which com- 
« prehend Faith and Good Manners. Nay, the Remani/ts 
themſelves attempt to prove their very additional Ar- 
ticles out of the Bible. That there are 1n it the Articles 
of the Apoſtolical Creed, 1s evident enough to a com- 
mon Reader. But how the Romiſh Articles thould be 
found in that Bible which was written ſome hundreds 
of years before they were invented, 1s a riddle beyond 
the kill of ipo/le. | 

Secondly, the ſenſe of the Scriptures, in matters ne- 
ceſlary to Salvation, may be found out by Men of the 
Reformed Religion, without Submiſſion to Roman In- 
fallibility. The Learned know the Originals, and the 
true ways of Interpretation. And amongſt us, thoſe 
of the Epiſcopal Clergy have obliged the World: with 
ſuch an Editicn of the Bible in many Languages as was 
not before extant in the Roman Church. And a Romaniſt 
who writes with great maſtery in ſuch matters, pre- 

j=/ 7-P:S-?. fers it before the great Bible of Paris ( a. ) 
2 Mazcecs For thoſe of the Laity who are Unlearned, they 
583.plus amp;e have before them a 7ranſlation which errs not in the 
T —_ ” Faith. And the phraſes are not ſo obſcure, but that,by 
ſtudy and Miniſterial helps, they may underſtand them. 
They have, betore them, a Tranſlation which errs 
not in the Faith. Of this the 7ralzansand French may 
be convinced by comparing the Tranſlations of Fames 
de Voragine, and the Divines of Lovain with thoſe of 
Stgnior Diodati, and Olivetan or Calvin. And the Eng- 
wi may receive ſatisfaction in this matter by compa- 
| ring 
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ring their Tranſlation with that of Doway. In all of 
them they will find the fame Fundamental Doctrines 
of Faith. And were there any ſuch material alteration 
made in our Bible, it would appear. by the notorious 
mconſiſtence of one part of the Canon with another : 
It would have been, long ago, dete&ted, and expoſed to 
publick ſhame, both by the Romani/ts.and the other Dif- 
ſenters from our Communion. But the former are not 
able to produce one inſtance ; and the latter agree 
with us in the uſe: and excellence of the Tranſlation, 
though in other things, they extreamly differ from us : 
And wheretiey do but dream weerr they torbear not to 
proclaim it.In ſo much that a difference in theTranſlations 
of the Pſalter which concerns not Faith or MannersF and #Sce Hook. Ecet. 
a ſuppoſed defeCt in the Table for keeping Faſter have £9 Bokf/th: 
been made by them publick Obje&tions * and ſtumbling * x4. x: 
blocks in the way to their Conformity. - It is true, there peace«b!e deſign 
is 2 Komaniſt who hath raved againſt the Bible of the '*"*** ?: 4: 
Reformed, in theſe extravagant words (az) © The SeCta- (4) 4.S. Re- 
< ries have as many different Bibles, in Canon, Ver- ray —_ 
<« flon, and ſenſe, as aredays in the year. The 1663. c. 11-p. 
<« Sectarian Bible is no more the Word of God then 3%: 39- 
* the Alcoran, Almanack, or Aſops Fables. Of great 
corruption he ſpeaks in general, but his madneſs has 
admitted of ſo much caution, that he forbears the men. 
tion of any one particular place. 

The Learned Romanifs underſtand much better, and 
the Ingenuous Will confeſs it. And they are not ig- - 
norant that we Tranſlate from the Original Tongues, 
after having compared the Readings of the moſt Ancient 
Copies, and of the Fathers : Whulſt they Tranſlate the 
Bible from the Yulgar Latin, which, indeed, in the New - 
Teſtament is a tolerable, but in the Old, a very imperfe& 
Verſion. If our Evg/i/þ Bible were turned into any 
| one of the Modern Tongues by a Judicious Romani? _ 

2 cou 


( a) Hiſtoire 
Critique. Ch. 
254: 392,393- 
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could keep Council, it would paſs amongſt many of 
that Church for a good Catholick Tranſlation. And 
this is, the rather, my perſwaſton, becauſe I have read, 
in Father Smon ( a, ) that not unpleaſant ſtory con- 
cerning the Tranſlation of Mr. Rene Benoiſt a Doctor 
of the Faculty of Pars. This Dottor had obſerved that 
a new Latin Tranſlation of the Organon of Ariſtotle, 
performed by a perſon who underſtood not the Greek 
Tongue, hadibeen yery well received: Upon this occaſion 
he was moved to turn the Bible into the French Tongue, 
though he was ignorant of thoſe of the Greek and /e- 
brew. For the accompliſhing of this Deſign, he ſerved 
himſelf upon the French Tranſlation of Geneva z changing 
only a tew words, and putting others of the ſame ſignif- 
cation in their room. But, it ſeems, he was not exact 
enough in this change of words. For he having over- 
looked ſome words which were uſed by the Geneviars 
and not the Romaniſts, a diſcovery was made by the 
Drivines of Pars, and this Edition of the Bible was con- 
demned by them, though publiſhed under the name 
of one of their Brethren. 

I do not ſay that ſuch places of Scripture as coritain 
Matters of Faith, are phin to every Man. But thoſe 
who have a competence of capacity, who are not pre- 
judiced againſt the Truth, who pray to God for his 
aſſiſtance, who attend to what they read, who uſe the 
Miniſterial helps which are offered to them, ſhall find 
enough in Holy Writ to Guide them to everlaſting 
life. In finding out the.ſenſe of the Scriptures, the 
Church-gives them help, bur it does not, by its Au- 
thority, obtrude the ſenſe upon them. The Guides of 
it are as Expoſitors and School-Maſters to them : And 
by comparing phraſe with phraſe, and place with 
place, and by other ſuch ways, they teach them how 
to judge of the meaning themſelves. They give _— 

| ight 
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light into the nature of the Doctrine, they do not re- 
quire them to take it upon truſt, "They endeavour to- 
open their underſtandings. that «they may, rhemtfelves, 
underſtand the Scriptures. And if they cannot them- 
elves underſtand the Dotrine, it will be of little uſe 
to them in their lives.- For they then believe in ge- 
neral that it is a neceſſary Truth ; but what Truth it 
is os for what ends it is neceſſary, they apprehend 
not. A Fooliſh Maſter in the Mathematicts may re- 
quire his Schollars to take it upon:his word that a 
Problem is demonſtrated : Buta wiſe and uſeful teacher 
will give them hight into the manner of the demonſtra- 
tion, in ſuch ſort, that: they themſelves ſhall at 'Hſt 
be able to: judge that it is truly performed: And till 
they can do this, they are not inſtructed. St. Fierom 
relates it 1n praiſe of Marcella a Roman T.ady (a,) that 74) S. Hieron, 
ſhe would not receive any thing from him after the Pys 77 77 4, 
thagorean manner, or upon bare Authority. She would, Evift. al Galae. 
with ſuch care examine 'alf things) "that She feemed tg — Ur ſentirem 
him, not ſo much his Schollar as hs Fudge. © Diſorulam þ F1 

It is certain that there are great'depths and obſcure here quam ju- 
Myfeeries in-the Holy Bibfe. ” But the 'DoQrines' of 4icem. v. B/a. 
Chriſtian Faith are, to the ſineere and jnduſtrious and ''* 7 
fach as wait on God in the way of the Refo?med Ohnteh, 
ſufficiently plain. * But to the' Idle, the'prejudiced, the 
captious, Light it felf is Darkneſs: '' * | 

The Romaniſts affright with' this pretence of ob- 
ſcurity and profoundneſs ; asif we muſt not adventure 
into any part of the Waters, becaufe in forme places, we | 
may go beyond our depth. If there are-hard and difficult 7 
places which the 2»/?able wreſt ; who required their 
meanneſs to make a judgment of that for which they 
mighr perceive themſelves to be inſufficient ? But whilſt 
St. Peter 5 drape of fome few places in'St. PauP's. 
writings which are obſcure; he does, at the fame time, 
| ſuppoſe. 
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ſuppoſe many others to be plain enough for the capa- - 


cities of the. Unlearned. And if they be evil Men, 

though very Learned, - they will wreſt the plaineſt 

* S. Hieron.in places ; and ( as ſome did in St. Hieroms * days ) they 

7» 47 20mg will draw violently to their private ſenſe a Text of 

- Scripture which is incongruouſly, and with relectance 
incongrua ap P IS gruoully, 

rant Teſtimo- applied to it. 

«0/67 oath #@- It is true all SeQts of Chriſtians cite the Scriptures ; 

am $. Scriptu- but that does not prove the obſcurity of thoſe Sacred 

una - Ag — : It rather ſhews the Partiality, Boldneſs, and 

 Sophiſtry of thoſe who alledge them. All Laws are 

obſcure if this Argument hath force in it. For every 

Man, in his own caſe, has the Law on his ſide. Men 

take up their opinions and Hereſies from other reaſons ; 

and then, becauſe the name of Scripture 1s. venerable, 

they rake into the ſeveral Books of it, and they bend 

. and torture places, and force them on their {ide by 

unnatural conſtruction. So do the Socinians, produ- 

cing all the niceties of Grammar and Criticiſm in a mat- 

(a ) R.H. ter of Faith. Yet the Guide in Controverſies ( a ) 

— _ uſeth it as an Argument againſt the plainneſs of this 

gt Rule of Faith, that the Socznians cite. the Holy Scrip- 

Sc. tures in favour: of their Hereſie. But is not this Ar- 

gumenttwo-edged ?: And will it not,cut as well on the 

other ſide, and do Execution. againſt the words, of 

Fathers and Councils, and the Apoſtolical Creed it ſelf? 

For the Socinians ( thoſe eſpecially who are turned 

Arians ) ſince Petavius hath” furniſhed them with 


Quotations, will cite the / writings of the Ancients : 


*F. Confeſs, And Slichtingius, a mere Socinian, * hath expounded | 


OT ed. every Article of the Creed in a ſenſe agreeable to the 
nom. Eccleſ. : . 
Polon. 5, Hereſie of his Maſter. - | 

| But, if the Scriptures wete fo obſcure in neceſlary 


matters, what remedy would be adminiſtred by the 


Roman Church ? They cannot offer to us any Ancient ; | 


Infallible 


RE Be CC Gn 


Of a Guide in Matters of Faith. a1 

infallible expoſition. What the Antiems thave aid, 

the Reformed generally underſtand much better then 

Popes, amongſt whom there have been forme who could 

ſcarce read the Holy Goſpebin Latin. For the'Fathers 

of the earlieſt Ages, they were more buſied un wri- 

ting againſt Herefies, then in explaining of Scriptures. 

Nor, to this day hath the Rowan Church, given any 

Authentick Collection of Expoſitions, either -of the 

Ancients or of her own. And if we muſt go to any 

Church for a comment'on the Scriptures, /let-the Remax 

be one of our laſt Refuges. For it is manifeſt that the 

Key the Papalins uſe, is the Worldly Polity of that 

Church. And as they like, ſo they interpret. Had 

not they governed themſelves by this art, we ſhould 

not have ſound in the writings of their Popes, 'and 
-4n the very Canon Law it ſelf, thoſe words which 

were ſpoken to Feremiah expounded of the Supremacy 
. [& of the Biſhop of Reme © (4) I haye ſet thee over (1) rm. 
] * Kings, to root out, to pluck up, and-to deſtroy. 3: i decre.. 
; (6) The. Doratifts found their Church in theſe nyo om 

words 'of the Canticles, © Tell me ( thou whom 7.£948.8120 

< my Soul loveth ) where, thou feedeſt ; where thou ExevdeMe- 
« makeſt thy Flock to reſt at noon. For they ex- P.Pi.s. v7 lg 
poundedthis ( as it liked them beſt ) of the Flock of 1# Cone.R.E14. 
their party in the Southern Country of Africa. Such j,1 4s, 
Expounders of Scripture are thoſe Popiſh Writers, who (b) jerem. 
interpret [Feed my Sheep ] of the Univerſal Monarchy ': *- 
of the Biſhop of Rome, and conclude that a Paſtor muſt 
drive away Wolves or depoſe Princes hurtful to the 
Church. © But the ſtraining of ſuch Metaphorical ex- 
< preſſions (as an excellent Perſon * faith ) proves * D.Fathner in 
y * only that they want better /proofs. And, by a like ©. Ly. 
f < way of interpretation, from the ſame Text it might” *'? 
* be concluded that all Chriſtians are Fools, becauſe 
< Sheep are ſilly Creatures. 
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No expoſitions are more- beſides the ſenſe of the 
Text, or. more ridiculous, -then ſome of thoſe which 
may be found in the Anrhentick Books of the Romar 


Church. And thoſe who compoſed them appear to have 
looked aſquint on the Scriptures. For whilſt they 


looked on them, they ſeem to have looked another : 


way. I will inſtance only in a few of thoſe many ab- 
ſurd expoſitions, with which the Rowan Breviary 

abounds. | 
The words. of the Angel to- the Holy Virgjn [a 
(a) Domin. in- Sword ſhall go through thine own Soul alſo ] are (a) in- 
jr oe Ne” terpreted of that word of God which isquick and power- 
no Let $8. p. ful, and ſharper then any two-edged Sword. And this 
175: ſenſe is. deſigned as an evaſion: of their reaſoning, who 
from that Text, conclude concerning the bleſſed Virgin, 
* that ſhe died, and was not miraculouſly aſſumed. The 
te = Aſcenſion of Elias is thus expounded. (4) © He was taken 
No#. p.443. © up into the aerial,” not the ztherial, Heavens; from 
| « whence he was dropped inan obſcure place on Earth, 
« there to remain to the end of the World, and then 
port « to expire with it. They ſay Þ of Fob, © That when he 
Le#8. p.447. © ſpake ot. a Bird, and of ker path in the Air, he, by a 
<« figure, called Chriſt a Bird, and, by the motion of 

<« it int the Air, figured alſo our Lords Aſcenſion. 

We may perceive, by theſe few Inſtances, what. an 
entrance into the ſenſe of Scripture is like to be given, 


whilſt 2*Pope has the Key of Knowledge in his -keep- 


ing. 

Aſſert. ITT. O hirdly, Tf Men would uſe the Church as their Mi- 
niflerial Guide, and admit of the Scripture as the only 

Rule by which all Matters of Faith are to be meaſured; 

they would agree in the proper means to the bleſſed end 

of Unity in the Faith. This was the perſwaſion of þ 

*-5. Aug. Cont. St, Auſtin who thus applieth himſelf to Maximinus *; 
Max. .3- « Neither ought I at this time to alledge the Coun 
©-oL. 
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< of Nice, nor you that of Ariminum : For neither 


<« am I bound to the Authority of the one, nor you to 
<« that of the other. Let us both diſpute with the Au- 


 < thorities of Scripture which are Witneſſes common 


* to both of us. 

Whilſt the Romani/ts aſcribe the differences which 
ariſe amongſt the: Reformed to their want of an infallible 
Guide, and to their different interpretations of the 
Scriptures, they unskiltully derive effets from cauſes 
which are not the natural Parents of them. There is 
( ſaith St. 4u/tine ) one Mother of all ſtrifes, and the 
is Pride. Neither doth the Scripture divide us, nor 
does the infallibility of their judge unite them. Their 
Union ( ſuch as it is ) ariſeth' from the mighty force 
of their External Polity ; and they ſpeak not different- 
ly becauſe they dare not ; and the ſtrength of that 
Polity aroſe at firſt from Rome, not as the Chair of 
St. Peter but as the Seat of the Empire. Our diviſions 
like theirs, ariſe ( as all Wars do, be they Eccleſiaſtical 
or Civil ) from the unruly Luſts and Paſſions of Men. 
And from theſe likewiſe, ariſe generally the miſinter- 
pretations. of plain Laws, and Rules ; the ſenſe of 
which muſt be made to chime according to the Inte- 
reſt of prejudiced Men, or elſe they will not give at- 
tention to them. If the Luſts and Paſſions of Men 
were mortified-; all Chriſtians agreeing in the certain- 
ty of the Scriptures, 'though not of any Living Gude ; 
and the words of the one being as intelligible as thoſe 
of the other : All might agree in one Creed, and put 
an end to thoſe unneceſiary Controverſies. which en-- 
tangle Truth, and extinguiſh Charity. 
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